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From the first, one of the principal objects of the Com-
munist International has been to deal British finance a
mortal blow and so to remove the great obstacle to the
accomplishment of the World Revolution it wants. To
this end it stirred up the masses of China to deprive the
English of their valuable privileges and to drive them out.
It hoped by this means to embarrass British rule in India
and to make England lose her position in Afghanistan and
Persia. In the incidents of May 30, at Hankow, Canton, and
Hongkong, it was the Russian Communist International
and none other that controlled the Chinese Communist
Party and waved the flag 'Away with England'.
Russia and Outer Mongolia.
Russia stretched out her Red Hand not only over China
Proper but also over the outlying territories. On earlier
occasions she had intruded into Outer Mongolia, she sent
troops there in 1921, and in November of that year, ignoring
the existence of China, recognized a Mongolian Government
and concluded a treaty with it at Moscow. Each Govern-
ment agreed to forbid the formation in its territory of
organizations hostile to the other, and not to allow the
transport of arms. In January 1924 Russia went farther
and interfered in the internal administration of Mongolia.
In November of that year she imposed a constitution on
the Russian model., and in the end reduced the country to a
protectorate. This spread of Russian influence was fraught
with danger to the historically and intimately related
country of Thibet and, in consequence, to India.
England, as guardian of India, was interested in Thibet, and
naturally had to take steps to counteract Russian influence
there,
Afghanistan and Persia.
England had recognized the independence of Afghanistan
in the Treaties of 1919 and 1921 in the hope of maintaining
her position. But in more recent years Russian activities
have been gradually estranging that country from her and
drawing it nearer to Russia.
Then again, Persia, as a country rich in oil, has attracted
the attention of England, who made a treaty with it in 1919
and converted it into a protectorate. But since then Russia